Lipomas of the internal auditory canal.
Lipoma of the internal auditory canal is a rare tumor that may be confused clinically with the much more common vestibular schwannoma. We present two cases of lipoma of the internal auditory canal. The clinical presentation is indistinguishable from that of vestibular schwannomas. The high signal intensity on T1-weighted magnetic resonance imaging, both with and without contrast, is consistent with other reports of lipoma. Review of the literature shows that lipomas of the internal auditory canal are histopathologically similar to lipomas of the cerebellopontine angle. The symptoms, erosive effect on the auditory canal, and gross appearance of this uncommon tumor are sometimes difficult to differentiate from those of a vestibular schwannoma. The diagnosis can be established by intraoperative examination of frozen sections.